
Music  
(Modern Music Curriculum Version 1) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS Introducing Singing and Listening 
How does music tell stories? 

 
Nursery Rhymes: Singing, pitch, unison, 

dynamics (loud, quiet), memory. 
 

Listening:  stories, origins, traditions, 
history and social context.  

Introducing Musicianship 
How can we explore music with our 

hands? 
 

Clapping: Pulse/steady beat, unison, 
perform short copycat rhythm patterns 
accurately led by the teacher, explore 

quiet and loud sounds that can be made 
with our hands. 

Introducing Instruments 
Why are sounds different? 

 
Instruments: Explore range of instruments 
(percussion, wind, voice…) Recognise key 

instruments such as glockenspiel and 
recorder. Understand that music is made 

in different ways- hitting, blowing. 
Recognise different sounds and timbre.  

Year 1 Introducing Beat 
How can we make 
friends when we 

sing together? 

Adding rhythm & 
pitch 

How does Music 
tell stories about 

the past? 

Introducing tempo 
& dynamics 

How does Music 
make the world a 

better place? 

Combining pulse, 
rhythm & pitch 

How does music 
help us to 

understand our 
neighbours? 

Having fun with 
improvisation 

What songs can we 
sing to help us 

through the day? 

Explore sound and 
create a story 

How does music 
teach us about 

looking after our 
planet? 

Year 2 Exploring simple 
patterns 

How does Music 
help us to make 

friends? 

Focus on dynamics 
& tempo 

How does Music 
teach us about the 

past? 

Exploring feelings 
through music 

How does music 
make the world a 

better place?  

Inventing a musical 
story 

How does Music 
teach us about our 

neighbourhood? 

Music that makes 
you dance 

How does music 
make us happy?  

Exploring 
improvisation 

How does music 
teach us about 

looking after our 
planet? 

Year 3 Developing 
notation skills 

Enjoying 
improvisation 

Composing using 
your imagination 

Sharing musical 
experiences 

Learning more 
about musical 

styles 

Recognising 
different sounds 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does music 
bring us closer 

together? 

What stories does 
music tell us about 

the past? 

How does music 
make the world a 

better place? 

How does music 
help us to get to 

know our 
community? 

How does music 
make a difference 

to us everyday?  

How does music 
connect us with our 

planet? 

Year 4 Interesting time 
signatures 

How does music 
bring us together?  

Combining 
elements to make 

music 
How does music 

connect us with our 
planet?  

Developing pulse & 
groove through 
improvisation 

How does music 
improve our world? 

Creating simple 
melodies together 
How does music 

teach us about our 
community? 

Connecting notes 
and feelings 

How does music 
shape our way of 

life?  

Purpose, identity 
and expression in 

music 
How does music 

connect us with our 
planet? 

Year 5 Getting started 
with music tech 
How does music 

bring us together? 

Emotions & musical 
styles 

How does music 
connect us with our 

past?  

Exploring key & 
time signatures 
How does music 

improve our world? 

Introducing chords 
How does music 

teach us about our 
community? 

Words, meaning & 
expression 

How does music 
shape our way of 

life? 

Identifying 
important musical 

elements 
How does music 

connect us with our 
environment? 

Year 6 Developing melodic 
phrases 

How does music 
bring us together? 

Understanding 
structure & form 
How does music 

connect us with our 
past? 

Gaining confidence 
through 

performance 
How does music 

improve our world? 

Exploring notation 
further 

How does music 
teach us about our 

community? 

Using chords & 
structure 

How does music 
shape our way of 

life? 

Respecting each 
other through 
composition 

How does music 
connect us with the 

environment?  



Across the curriculum, children will experience listening to a wide range of music, including: 

 Autumn 1 and 
Autumn 2 

Western Classical Tradition and 
Film 

Spring 1 and 
Spring 2 

Popular Music 

Summer 1 and 
Summer 2 

Musical Traditions 

EYFS We Love to Sing!: 
Exploring a range of songs and singing 

techniques. 
EYFS songs for primary school classroom use - 

BBC Teach 

Bring the Noise BBC: 
Learning Songs using Sign language to communicate 
Five songs in British Sign Language (BSL) - BBC Teach  

National Pioneers BBC: 
a musician from one of the four Nations tells a story about 

how music changed their childhood and introduces a 
traditional local instrument alongside one of their own songs. 

EYFS and KS1 series National Pioneers - BBC Teach 
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