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Friday 17th July, 2020. 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that this letter finds you and your family safe and well and I wanted to continue to 
keep you up-to-date with developments re the full opening of schools from September 
onwards.  We know that this year has been challenging in so many ways and once again, I 
would like to thank you for your ongoing support and understanding. We are delighted that 
we will be able to welcome back all of our children again as it has been such a long time 
since we saw some of our wonderful pupils. 
 
The government has set out that all children should return to school in September and that 
school attendance will be statutory and monitored as previous. In preparation for this and 
following the Department for Education guidelines, we have updated our risk assessment 
in light of the new developments and our parent-friendly risk assessment is attached for 
your reference and will also be available on our website. 
 
This work is being done with our Trust Health and Safety Officer and other colleagues 
across the Trust and will replace our current risk assessment that was sent to you before 
the partial reopening on June 1st. We have attached a copy of the parent risk assessment 
for your information. If you have any comments or questions, please contact the academy 
office by the end of the academic year (Tuesday 21st July). Again, your child’s and staff’s 
safety are at the forefront of all decisions that we are making and will continue to make. 
 
I want to take the opportunity in this letter to give you an overview of what a full school 
opening will look like in the form of a parent fact sheet. 
 

Protective Measures: Fact Sheet for Parents 

 

No school can guarantee safety and all we can do is follow the guidance set out by the 
Department for Education. 
 

What will school look like and feel like for my child? 

We recognise that some children, who have not been in school during the recent months, 
may have mixed emotions about returning to school full time and that the school will also 
look different for children, who have been attending school during the partial reopening, as 
we move to larger bubbles. With this in mind, we have adapted our curriculum to take into 
account children’s emotional wellbeing and any loss of learning. In the first few days, we 
will be focussing on the importance of establishing routines and structures and quickly 
rebuilding relationships and friendships. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Will my child be able to mix with friends? 

The government guidelines state that children will still need to be in bubbles to 
reduce mixing and to make it quicker and easier to track and trace in the event of a 
positive case. The children will be in year group bubbles although they will remain, as 
usual, in their new classes with their new teacher. Toilets have been allocated to each 
year group bubble with the exception of Years 5 and 6 where there will be separate toilet 
blocks for Year 5 and 6 girls to share and Year 5 and 6 boys to share. 
 

Our aim is to minimise the contact between the bubbles. This can be achieved by keeping 
bubbles separate and through maintaining distance between individuals. However, there 
will be occasions when some children will be in more than one bubble for RWINC, After 
School Club and Breakfast Club and these will be closely monitored and reassessed 
regularly. 
 

Are children expected to socially distance in school? 

No. Once in bubbles, 2m social distancing is not required but they should try to stay as far 
apart as possible and we aim to minimise contact between adults and children. With the 
younger children, the emphasis will be on separating groups and with older children, it will 
be on distancing. All children will be sat at desks seated side by side and facing forwards 
from Year 3 upwards which are spaced out.  
 
Are adults expected to socially distance in school? 

The overarching principle (as stated in the DfE guideline) is to reduce the number of 
contact between children and staff. Ideally, adults will maintain a 2m distance from each 
other and from the children. We are aware this will not always be possible especially when 
working with younger children. For children old enough, they will be supported to maintain 
distance and not touch staff where possible. 
 

What will drop off and pick up look like? How will you ensure adults socially 
distance?  

Adults are required to stay 2m apart. We will have staggered start times between 8.30 and 
9:00 and strict drop off zones and pickup times between 2:30 and 3:00. Learning activities 
will be set for the children to complete during these times; therefore, to maximise your 
child’s learning time, please consider your drop and pick up times. For example, if parents 
drop their child/children off at 9:00, please aim to collect your child at 3:00. Furthermore, if 
you drop your child/children off at 8:30, please arrive at 2:30 to collect. All parents will 
need to pick up their child using the one way system and enter through the Sea Lions’ 
gate. Years 5 and 6 parents will be directed through the Cedars building. Parents will be 
unable to enter the building. One adult only will be able to bring children to school. 
Parents will need to say goodbye at a distance and cannot approach the entry door. 
Should you have any paperwork for the office, please put it in a named envelope and 
place it in the white box outside the main entrance. Should you need to speak to the office 
or a member of staff, please email warberry@lapsw.org or contact by phone on 01803 
292642. 
 
How will I speak to the class teacher?  
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Please do not speak to the class teacher when using the one-way system. An 
email can be sent to the office and the class teacher will contact you. 
 
Will there be a Breakfast and After School Club? 

Yes. Children will go straight to the hall. Our initial plans for After School Club are that 
Years 4,5 and 6 children will have designated areas in the Sea Lions’ classroom to use. 
Years 1-3 will remain in designated areas in the hall and EYFS will remain in their 
classrooms. This will be reviewed after a two-week period following an analysis of 
numbers. All places must be booked with 24 hours’ notice and parents are encouraged to 
book for the full week. 
 
What does my child need to bring to school? 

Only bring into school what is required for the day 
● Lunchboxes 
● Water bottle (must be water and not juice) 
● Full school uniform (summer uniform if you have one) 
● P.E. kits on P.E. days only (days to be confirmed) 

 
The only permitted items will be packed lunch boxes and water bottles. Please leave all 
school bags, toys and equipment at home. 
 

The government has asked that parents apply usual rules to clothing and we would ask 
that they come to school in clean clothes every day. 
 

What happens at lunchtime? 

All children will be able to order a school meal as normal. We ask that all other children 
bring a packed lunch to school. Please also send in a water bottle. The children will eat in 
their bubbles initially and not in the dining hall. 
 

Will staff wear PPE? Will the children be wearing masks? 

Staff in schools are not required to use PPE and children are not required to wear masks. 
Where a child needs first aid or shows symptoms of Covid-19, they will be attended to by a 
member of staff wearing PPE if necessary following government guidelines. 
 

What happens if a child or adult starts coughing or displaying other symptoms? 

If a child or an adult in a bubble starts coughing, we will call the parents immediately and 
ask you to collect them and advise parents to take the test and advice will be given on how 
this can be carried out. We will liaise with Public Health England following the Torbay 
guidelines. 
What happens if a child or adult tests positive for COVID-19? 

A key part of all our lives now is ensuring we take part in the NHS Track and Trace 
service. It is an expectation of all who attend school, pupils and staff, to follow this policy 
should they or a family member have a positive test or be contacted by the NHS Track and 
Trace. Please familiarise yourself with the NHS Track and Trace service and ensure you 
follow this advice if you or your child displays any symptoms of Coronavirus. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/nhs-test-
and-trace-if-youve-been-in-contact-with-a-person-who-has-coronavirus/ 

 

So how can I support my child and prepare for the full opening?  
We have set out a number of things you can do to support us in opening up the school 
safely and to prepare your children for their return: 
 

● Talk to your child about what it is going to be like going back. Help them prepare for 
staying in their bubbles and the possibility that they will not see all of their friends. 

● Talk to your child about social distancing. It is going to be really hard to see their 
friend and not fling their arms around them.  

● Talk to your child about keeping their distance from adults. 
● Help your child be informed about the virus and the hygiene measures. Resources 

can be found here https://www.e-bug.eu/ 
● Talk to your child about their behaviour in school. They will need to follow our school 

behaviour policy. This can be found on our school website. They cannot run off if 
they become frustrated. We can help them but they need to stay in their pod for the 
safety of themselves and others. 

● Prepare your child for saying goodbye to you at a distance. Young children are going 
to find this hard; talk to them about what it is going to look like. We know that this is 
going to be upsetting. 

● We ask parents to adhere to the drop off and entry systems we put in place; we 
need to keep you all moving. Please do not congregate with other parents, even at a 
2m distance as it will prevent us getting children into school safely. 

● Please do not be upset with us if we are unable to stop and talk like we usually do.  
● Please endeavour to send them to school in clean clothes every day. We appreciate 

that you may not own enough uniform or things may no longer fit so please talk to us 
if this is a problem. 

● Help us keep school safe by observing social distance when not in school. Please 
do not congregate with friends at the park and apply the government guidance. 

 

Changes to Circumstances. 

Because we have not been in school, we may not be aware if any circumstances have 

changed for your child, such as: 

●    moving house, 

●    the birth of new baby or other siblings moving in or out 

●    family separation, 

●    bereavement, 

●    ill health (physical or mental health), 

●    change in your own employment which may impact on your child.  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/nhs-test-and-trace-if-youve-been-in-contact-with-a-person-who-has-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/nhs-test-and-trace-if-youve-been-in-contact-with-a-person-who-has-coronavirus/
https://www.e-bug.eu/


 

 

 

 

 
 

Please do let us know, via the school office or member of school staff, if there are 

any changes or anything affecting the health or welfare of your child. This will greatly 

support us in helping your child return to school in September. Remember we are here for 

you too and may be able to offer support or recommend other support if you need it. 

 

We have kept the school open and very much enjoyed welcoming back more and more 

children each day. To prepare the school fully for the September opening, Thursday 3rd 

of September will be a non-pupil day (this is one of the Non Pupil Days moved from 

the two week half term in May/June). School will open to all pupils from Friday, 4th 

September. 

  

With this, the health and safety of all remains our priority. I would like to take this 

opportunity to reassure you that we are and will be continuing to work hard ensuring 

school follows guidelines produced by Public Health England, the government and the 

local authority.  

  

Schools are the heart of the community where we gather to educate, socialise and be with 
friends. This feels very different and this is not the full experience that any of us want your 
child to have. We hope that by putting these measures into place, we can gradually get 
back to our school feeling like a family again. 
 
I hope that this provides further reassurance of our commitment to the safety and 
wellbeing of every member of our Warberry family.  
 
I would like to thank you for your continued support and kindness throughout this 
unprecedented time. If you do have any questions, please do contact us. I hope that you 
all have a happy, healthy and safe summer break and look forward to seeing you all on 
Friday 4th of September 2020. 

 
Best wishes, 
 

 
Mrs J Stephens 
Head of Academy 


