
 

 
 

Warberry Nursery 
 

Our Curriculum 

 
John 10:10: “I came that they may have life and have it to the 
full” 
Our children learn in a practical, playful and purposeful 
environment in a play based curriculum.  We want our children 
to develop a lifelong love of learning, a kind heart and an 
enthusiasm to succeed in everything that they put their mind to.  
Parent partnership is vital to the success of our children’s 
development and we ensure that we work very closely with 
families to help support the home learning environment. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Within our 
nurseries we 
are very aware 
of the word gap 
and what we 
can do to help  

  

Our children can independently choose 

their learning between different 

environments both inside and outside.  

This way of learning increases their 

independence and independent choices 

throughout all seven areas of the Early 

Years Foundation Stage curriculum.   

The different environments create a vast 

amount of learning opportunities and all 

children develop their decision making 

skills and strive on their own learning 

journey. 



“Play is the highest form of research” – Einstein. 

Play is highly motivating and complex and our 

children are naturally motivated to play.  We build 

on play to facilitate their learning through positive, 

strong relationships, quality interactions and a 

curiosity to learn.  Our children develop a 

language for learning and a “Can do” approach to 

their education.  Children thrive through their 

relationships and environment and their 

experiences within the prime fundamental areas.  

These provide them with the foundations for them 

to play and explore, learn actively and create and 

think critically.  Our children explore, risk take 

and develop a confidence which enables them to 

succeed within all aspects of the curriculum. 

Within our curriculum our children lay the foundations of their learning journey.  A 

designated key worker helps the children to feel safe and helps the children to build 

secure relationships and have support for their emotional well-being.  Key times 

throughout the day, such as class meeting time, allow our children to become hooked into 

their learning and come together as a class community.  Our children are not only 

members of their class community but also members of the wider school community and 

Learning Academy Partnership as a whole.  Each child has their own personalised target 

to aid the next tiny step in their development and these are based from observations and 

discussions with families and our experienced nursery team.  Children develop their oracy 

skills in our communication friendly spaces and they develop the language required to get 

on and learn.  They enjoy reading for pleasure and they thrive through everyday 

conversations and interactions within our language rich environment. 



Within our nurseries we are very aware of the word gap and what we can do to help 

close it. 

 
By 3 years of age, there is a 30 million word gap between children from the 

wealthiest and poorest families. It is shown that the vocabulary gap is evident in 
toddlers. By 18 months, children in different socio-economic groups display dramatic 
differences in their vocabularies. By 2 years, the disparity in vocabulary development 

has grown significantly (Fernald, Marchman, & Weisleder 2013). 

  

In order to eliminate this inequality our nurseries use strategies such as ‘Wow 
Words’ to directly intervene early to address the problem.   
 

Wow words are new vocabulary choices that are given to the children each 
week.  These words link directly to the 
skills needed in the environment and 
this vocabulary helps to enrich the 
children’s language choices.  Words 
such as ‘crunchy’ are applied in 
multiple contexts such as “My apple 
was very crunchy today.”  Words are expanded on and used in different verb tenses 
such as “I crunched through the leaves in my wellies.” and “I was crunching my 
carrot with my teeth.”  
 

Experienced staff build on what children already know and respond to their interests 
to introduce and reinforce new words.  Wow words of the week are shared with 
parents to ensure a high priority is given to the development of language.   
  

 
 

“We don’t want to be rich with money, we want to be 
rich with words” 
 
As with learning to walk, learning to talk requires 
time for development and practice in everyday 
situations. 
  

Children learn through interactions with the 
environment and their peers but they need a good 
adult role model to be the main 
conversationalist.  Within our language rich 
environments children gather the skills to take on 
this role.  Within our nurseries importance is given to 
children’s development of conversational skills such 
as taking turns, looking attentively, using facial 
experiences with conversing adults. 



  

  

  

  

Our staff work to turn many questions into comments or statements to expand and 
build on children’s vocabulary as we have found that too many questions turn 
children off conversations.  
Example of this is… 
 

Question… 
 

 “What is that?” 
 “What colour is it?” 
 “What noise does it 

make?” 
One word answers… 
 

 “A frog”  
 “Green”  
 “Croak” 
  

Using commenting instead… 
 

Prompts: 
 Oooooo (social oil) 
 I can see…(describe it)... 
 I think (share ideas)... 
 So you think that (clarify)... 
 I wonder (Express curiosity)... 
 I’d really like to know about this (be a learner)... 
 He might (speculate) ... 
 Let’s try what to … (discuss strategies) 
  

The vocabulary the children will build up: “Oooooo I can see it’s a frog.  It has green 
slimy scaly skin and big orange eyes.  I think it looks like he has toes on his webbed 
feet.  So you think that it is a green slimy frog with scaly skin.  He has four legs with 
webbed feet like toes and he has big orange eyes.  I wonder if he has a really long 
tongue? I’d really like to know about what he is going to catch for his dinner.  He 
might catch his food with his sticky tongue.  Let’s try and find out the different things 
that he might eat.   
  

 
 
The commenting is teaching children and the questioning 
is testing the children.  By listening to modelled speech 
and language the children are able to adapt and build on 
their own language systems.   



 

 

 

 
 
I wonder questions are used to build on the children’s vocabulary and curiosity about 
their environment and their learning.  When children are immersed in their 
environment and learning they begin to make connections in their learning and build 
on their knowledge base.  I wonder questions also help children to learn that no one 
knows the answers to everything and that we are all lifelong learners.  It also affirms 
the fact that everyone's values and opinions are valid and helps children see our 
Christian value of how God created everyone as equal.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

How could we 

make ……? 

What we will to 

….? 

What else could 

we do?  

What would happen 

if …..? 

Why hasn’t that 

worked?  

I wonder ….. 



 

 
 
Our children leave our nursery 
ready for big school, confident to 
explore new situations, 
communicate their ideas and they 
have a positive sense of self and a 
‘Can do’ attitude.  This helps them 
to carry the bucketful of skills they 
have gained throughout nursery so 
that they can reach for the stars. 
 

 


